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Guangbin Dong is the Weldon G. Brown Professor of the Chemistry Department at the
University of Chicago. After receiving a B.S. degree from Peking University, he completed his
Ph.D. degree in chemistry at Stanford University with Professor Barry M. Trost, where he was a
Larry Yung Stanford Graduate fellow. In 2009, he began to research with Professor Robert H.
Grubbs at California Institute of Technology, as a Camille and Henry Dreyfus Environmental
Chemistry Fellow. In 2011, he joined the department of chemistry and biochemistry at the
University of Texas at Austin as an assistant professor and a CPRIT Scholar. In 2016, he
became a Professor of Chemistry at the University of Chicago. Since 2023, he has been the first
chair of the Weldon G. Brown Professorship.

His current research interests include activation of inert bonds, total synthesis of bioactive
natural products, boron chemistry, and graphene nanoribbons. For example, his team explores
catalytic C-C bond activation as a useful tool for constructing or modifying complex molecular
skeletons. Additionally, he is a leading contributor to the palladium/norbornene catalysis, which
enables site-selective arene functionalizations and carbonyl transposition. Moreover, his team
has invented new activation modes for functionalizing C-H bonds of carbonyl compounds.
Finally, his work in boron chemistry enables skeletal modification of heterocycles, efficient
preparation of azaborines, and programmable organic synthesis. As a research advisor,
Guangbin has trained over 60 PhD students and postdoc researchers. Guangbin’s favorite
motto is “Hire the best people.....then get out of their way” (from Arnold Beckman).

Guangbin Dong has produced more than 220 publications/patents. His achievements have won
him numerous awards including the Elias J. Corey Award for Outstanding Original Contribution
in Organic Synthesis, Mukaiyama Award, the Tetrahedron Young Investigator Award, the Arthur
C. Cope Scholar Award, Mitsui Chemicals Catalysis Science Awards, the Sloan Research
Fellowship, the Searle Scholar Award, and an NSF CAREER Award. He has been a fellow of
American Association for the Advancement of Science since 2024.



